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National University of Ireland 
Galway- ensuring educated 
and competent nurses who 
can make a difference to 
children and families 

Ø  The First Irish University to deliver 
children's’ palliative care education at 
Masters level (2010- present) 

Ø  Increasing number of applicants 

Ø  Aspiration, willpower and opportunity to 
Partner -Children's Nursing Colleagues at 
University College Dublin 

Ø  Pilot Masters Programme 2016- 2019 
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Why establish a 
specific Irish 
programme? 

1. Increasing prevalence 2. Timing: New policy, Stakeholder 
advocacy, new competencies, 
defined workforce required PLUS 
synergies (and energy!) from two 

leading Irish Universities 

 

3. Evidence  and Learning 
from the other settings/

disciplines 

4. Proven success of stand 
alone module at NUI Galway 
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Student recruitment 
2016-2018 

 
Clinical Backgrounds of our 

first 30 Students 

4 30 PGD/MHSc Award  
Clinical Backgrounds 

Disability 5 Paeds Inpatient 8  Children Hospice 5 

Community Paed 7  Respite/School 3 Neonatal 2 



National University of Ireland 
Galway 
 
Some of the Class of 
2017/18 
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YEAR 1 
Programme Structure- 
Postgraduate Diploma 
 
Dynamic and 
responsive  

3 Specialist modules (1in UCD) 

3 Core modules 

Clinical practicum – 1000 
specialist hours 

New Competencies for CPC 
(EAPC 2014, HSE 2015) 

Parental input + national 
clinical  experts+ academics 
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YEAR 2 
Research 
-Masters award 

THESIS  
 
TOPIC EXAMPLES:  
NORTH (UK)- SOUTH PARTNERSHIP, CLINICAL 
SUPERVISION, UNDERGRAD EDUCATION, 
BEREAVEMENT, SYMPTOM ASSESSMENT 

RANGE OF METHODOLOGIES AND 
SUPERVISOR EXPERTISE   
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Moving Roles/ Grades/ 
Promotion 
 
Feedback to University: 
Strengths weaknesses 
and revise! 

‘I found the programme 
excellent overall good 
learning and obtained 
great knowledge from 
lectures. Placement was 
great -sometimes hard 
to fit in but well worth it 
for  supporting my 
learning. Lots to fit in and 
it was  tough year but I 
have already furthered 
my career from Staff 
Nurse to Nurse Manager 
across the community in 
south west 
Ireland’ ( Community 
Nurse) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

‘I commenced the MSc in 
Children’s complex and 
palliative care in August 
2017, since then I have 
had several changes in 
my career. Through the 
academic course and the 
practical placements I 
have made new 
contacts. I personally 
found the placements a 
great benefit to have the 
hands on experience 
especially in a hospice 
environment where you 
get exposure to palliative 
medications every day. I 
also won the scholarship 
which was fab and helps 
a lot! I changed my 
position from staff nurse to 
coordinator for children 
with complex needs in 
Spring 2018 which I’m sure 
is a result of being on the 
course’. Thank you to all!  

(Public Health Nurse) 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 
‘I found the programme 
extremely interesting, 
thought provoking & 
relevant to children's 
palliative and complex 
care. The placements 
gave me an opportunity 
to explore these 
specialties in the wider 
context and compare/
contrast existing services 
for children's palliative 
care to those offered in 
the adult setting as well 
as placements at home 
and abroad. It really 
helps that it uses a 
blended learning 
approach.  

I will use what I learnt 
throughout the course to 
specialise further in the 
field and promote best 
quality care and 
symptom management’ 

(Hospice Nurse) 
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Celebrate, Reflect, Adjust 
and next steps….. 
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The last word…. 
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‘	  It	  can	  be	  difficult	  to	  work	  with	  families	  in	  such	  a	  
tough	  circumstances,	  so	  the	  more	  educa9on	  we	  
have	  about	  pallia9ve	  care	  will	  help	  us	  improve	  the	  
services	  we	  provide	  to	  families.	  The	  programme	  
really	  opens	  your	  mind	  to	  thinking	  about	  these	  
children	  and	  families.	  For	  example	  the	  concept	  of	  
quality	  of	  life	  and	  how	  it	  differs	  for	  every	  single	  
child,	  and	  from	  reading	  the	  research	  you	  get	  to	  
understand	  it	  from	  so	  many	  different	  points	  of	  
view.	  Credit	  goes	  to	  NUI	  Galway	  for	  seGng	  up	  this	  
programme.	  Hopefully	  my	  classmates	  and	  I	  will	  
make	  a	  real	  difference	  to	  children	  and	  families’	  	  
(C.H,	  Paediatric	  Cardiac	  Nurse) 


